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Forest Field Day wraps up a good year

The work has continued 
at Forests Today & Forev-
er, thanks to our generous 
sponsors and a legion of 
caring volunteers. 

Coming from the private 
and public sectors, the peo-
ple who make our programs 
happen are professional 
foresters, retired teachers, 
Master Woodland Man-
gers, biologists, recreation 
specialists, tree planters and 
business owners. 

And they are those who 
simply believe in forestry 
education for the good 

of Oregon’s future. They 
give their time, energy and 
knowledge to help area 
youth gain an understand-

ing of the complex issues of 
managing our state’s boun-
tiful natural resources. 

Recently, FTF had a 

chance to thank our many 
volunteers and sponsors at 
our Annual Year End Meet-
ing and Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Luncheon held at West 
Bros. River Ranch on June 
19. Close to 70 people came 
together to celebrate the 
culmination of the 2006-07 
school year and our group 
effort to educate the greater 
Willamette Valley commu-
nity on the complexities of 
forest management. 

Many came, too, to greet 
an old friend and the guest 
speaker for the day, Sue 
Bowers. 

Bowers is not only a pro-
fessional forester who was 
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of Forests Today & 
Forever are men and 
women who lead ex-
tremely busy lives, 
but who find the time 
to assure that our or-
ganization meets its 
goal of fostering re-
sponsible forest stew-
ardship in the greater 
Willamette Valley 
area. 

Be it problem-solv-
ing old issues, brain-
storming new ways 
to reach the public, 
spreading wood chips 
on muddy forest trails 

or tracking down bird 
nests and owl calls 
for those Forest Field 
Day teaching mo-
ments, the board as-
sures that the work 
gets done. They are 
foresters, teachers 
and business people. 
One is a teaching for-
ester.  

With this month’s 
new addition to the 
FTF governing body 
— Mark Giustina 
of Giustina Land & 
Timber is now “on 
board”— it seems an 
appropriate time to 

introduce a few of our 
2007-08 directors to 
our readership.  We 
will continue in sub-
sequent newsletters 
with intros to the re-
maining board mem-
bers. 

We begin with 

Frank Mitchem, the 
area manager for 
Rosboro Lumber 
Company. Mitchem 
brings 19 years of ex-
perience in forest en-
gineering, log-scaling, 
contract supervision, 
land use and tree 

farm management 
to the board.  Frank 
has been a member of 
FTF’s governing body 
for one year.

A graduate of Or-
egon State University, 

11 schools and an 
army of volunteers 
teach amid the trees

Students measure trees to calculate the volume and value of a 
stand at this spring’s Forest Field Day on the Bauman tree farm.
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Bill Wynkoop

Mitchem is an athlete who enjoys tri-
athlons, backcountry hiking, archery 
and woodworking. 

“Why I serve?” he asks. “To try and 
help educate today’s youth on the tim-
ber industry.” 

Dick Powell, who is a relative new-
comer to the board, but not to forestry 
education, is the Public Outreach For-
ester for Starker Forests, where he has 
worked since 1972 following a four-
year stint in the U.S. Air Force.   

Also a graduate of OSU with a BS 
in forest management, Powell enjoys 
backpacking, camping, canoeing and 
woodworking.  He and his wife, Ra-
chel, who teaches English as a Second 
Language at OSU, have two children 
— a ‘starving artist” daughter in Seattle 
and a son who will transfer to OSU 
this fall to possibly pursue a forest en-
gineering degree.

Powell sits on the FTF board be-
cause he believes our increasingly ur-
banized society needs to learn about 

our forests. 
“Something that is so woven into 

the economic, social and environmen-
tal fabric of Oregon…” Powell says. “As 
Oregonians (i.e. voters) take increased 
interest in the management of our for-
ests, it is imperative they understand 
forests and forestry if they are to make 
informed decisions.” 

Bill Wynkoop, the current board 
president, has been with FTF since 
1991. He, too, is an OSU graduate who 
earned a B.S. in forest management in 
1975. 

Wynkoop began his career work-
ing east-side forestry in Oregon and 
California, then joined Wooley En-
terprises in Drain for 11 years.  In 
1989, he moved to Seneca Jones 
Timber Company after it purchased 
the Smith River Tree Farm from the 
Wooleys. Over the years, he has done 
a variety of silvicultural and harvest-
related work. Today, he works on 
harvest planning and layout, and he 

oversees road maintenance for Eu-
gene operations. 

Wynkoop is married to Clarice, and 
he has two adult children. He enjoys 
physical training, including cardio and 
weight lifting, and weekend hiking. 
Today, his main recreation is working 
with his standard poodle, Mai Tai, in 
obedience, rally and agility training — 
and perfecting that “poodle show clip” 
—  in anticipation of participating in 
area dog shows. 

“By the time I brush his coat, take 
him for a walk and play Frisbee with 
him, the night is shot!” he says. 

Wynkoop serves on the board to be 
a good citizen and to give something 
back to the community. And, he says, 
“To educate the public on the good 
work that tree farmers, foresters, log-
gers and other forest workers do.” 

Those interested in learning more 
about joining the FTF Board may con-
tact Board President Bill Wynkoop at 
541-461-6213.
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honored as the 2006 Society of Pro-
fessional Forester’s Outstanding Com-
municator of the Year; she also served 
as the FTF Program Coordinator for 
seven years.  In her address, she shared 
her observations on forestry education 
over the past two decades, with an 
emphasis on the growing importance 
of taking personal responsibility for 
public forestry education during these 
rapidly changing times. 

To that end, FTF is proud to share 
our own accomplishments — with the 
assistance of many — throughout the 
past school year. 

During our spring and fall Forest 
Field Day (FFD) programs, more than 
100 volunteers helped educate nearly 
1,000 students and close to 100 par-
ent volunteers from 11 area schools. 

In October, students from Pleasant 
Hill Middle School and Goshen Ele-
mentary took their outdoor lessons at 
the family tree farm belonging to Le-
roy and Mary Lou Petersen on Upper 
Camp Creek Road.

During the first week in May, more 
than 725 middle school students, 
teachers and parent volunteers de-
scended upon the Bauman family tree 
farm in Lorane for a day of natural re-
source education. 

The Bauman property is a new 
venue for FTF. For over a decade, 
the spring events had been held at 
Jim Hooker’s Wolf Creek property, 
but upon Jim’s passing in January, his 
children needed time to regroup. Tom 
Bauman and his wife, Lindsay, stepped 
up to offer the 680-acre tree farm on 
Territorial Road. 

Assisting with the very wet, week-
long event were high school students 
from David Novak’s natural resource 
classes at Willamette High School 
and Lisa Livelybrooks’s science class 
from Crow High School. The students 
worked with resource leaders to iden-
tify wildlife, measure trees, time sta-
tion rotations and — when the skies 
threatened to open up and drench the 

gathering— they spread tarps beneath 
the tree canopy for the lunch break 
and passed out garbage bags raingear 
to the multitudes. 

In Florence, the Siuslaw FFD 
completed its second year under 
the organization of Dave and Di-
anne Rankin, with students spend-
ing a warm spring day of learning on 
Noland and Maureen Huntington’s 
beautiful North Fork Siuslaw River 
property. 

The spring season finished up 
with a perfect day on Bert and Betty 
Udell’s Happy Valley Tree Farm near 
Lebanon, where more than 150 stu-
dents, teachers and parents traversed 
their stunning forests, fields and 
trails. 

Our FFD volunteers — to whom 
we extend our deepest gratitude — 
typically come from throughout the 
Willamette Valley. But this year, one 
even traveled from Tillamook to help 
out when he saw that the volunteer 
roster wasn’t quite filled!

As in the past, the Oregon Dept. of 
Forestry provided generous support 
and was joined by professionals from 
the Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife, 
the Bureau of Land Management, the 
U.S. Forest Service, the Army Corp 
of Engineers, the Siuslaw Watershed 
Council and the OSU Extension Ser-
vice.

From the private sector, the ’field 
soldiers’ hailed from Weyerhaeuser 
Company, Seneca Jones Timber Co., 
Roseburg Forest Products, the Swan-
son Group, Giustina Land and Tim-
ber, Giustina Resources, Zip-O-Logs 
Mills, Rosboro Lumber, Baker & As-
sociates, NW Timber Consulting, 
Papè Machinery, Cole Resource Man-
agement, the Campbell Group and 
EPUD. 

Lastly, but not at all least, members 
of the Lane County Master Woodland 
Managers gave many hours and their 
fine spirits to the cause, as did some of 
our dedicated retired foresters. 
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It was good. Even on a 
bus full of teachers, I felt 
smart. For the first time 
since beginning the learning 
curve six months ago as pro-
gram coordinator for Forests 
Today & Forever, I was on 
pretty familiar territory. 

In June, I joined the 2007 
Regional Teacher Forestry 
Tour sponsored by the Tem-
perate Forest Foundation. I 
was sent by a board of direc-
tors who felt the overview 
would do a “newbie” good.

They were right. Not only 
did I receive a good look at 
the different types of forests 
and forest management in the 
Pacific Northwest  — and of 
the numerous educational 
resources provided to its citi-
zenry —  I had a chance to 
listen and learn from the men 
and women who had come 
for their own education. They 
were teachers in the trenches, 
50 of them from 11 states, 
including Florida, Hawaii, Il-
linois, New Jersey and Colo-
rado, among others.

Many arrived with their 
own ideas about our Ameri-
can woodlands, ideas that 
centered, they said, around   

lingering tales of clear cuts 
and diminishing forestlands. 

But at the end of the three 
days, nearly all said they were 
leaving with a new perspec-
tive — one they promised to 
bring back to their classrooms 
and their communities. They 
had met the faces behind the 
forests and learned the facts, 
and it had changed them.

The tour began with a 
global view 
on forests, 
provided by 
the World 
F o r e s t r y 
Center.  We 
traveled to 
S t i m s o n 
Lumber Company for the 
industrial perspective, where 
we toured their mill and 
watched a cable logging op-
eration amid a clear cut on a 
remote, forested ridge.

At the Tillamook For-
est Center, we were awed 
by the catastrophe rendered 
by a series of uncontrolled 
wildfires in the early 20th 
century, and inspired by the 
grit and determination of a 
populace resolved to resur-
rect their forests.

Inspirational, too, was the 
family of four that welcomed 
us to their 160-acre tree farm, 
demonstrating what  hard 
work, forest science and a love 
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The Forest Field Day program 
includes, along with the outdoor 
learning component, an in-class cur-
riculum through which classmates 
explore forest management issues via 
role-playing. Students also receive a 
pre-field trip visit to the classroom 
by a Forests Today & Forever repre-
sentative who reinforces the concept 
of sustainability and explains how 
their field day will unfold. 

Throughout the FFD lesson 
plan, which teachers can use for up 
to six weeks, students portray one 
of four “grandchildren” who will in-
herit 200 acres from their “Grand-
ma Petersen.” 

“Grandma” has stipulated that 
they may not sell the property, that 
they must manage the timber and 
resources in a sustainable manner 
and that they must follow all laws 
and regulations. And, of course, 
they must create enough revenue 
to pay the taxes. Adding to the 
complexity of the exercise, each 
of the four “grandchildren” brings 
their own focus to the table. 

While “Alex” wants to make 
money by harvesting timber, “Kelly” 
loves animals and wishes to enhance 
wildlife habitat. “Sam” is concerned 
about soil and water protection, 
and “Chris” wants to develop recre-
ational opportunities such as hiking 
trails and campgrounds.    

During the field day, the student’s 
in-class education is reinforced, as 
small groups rotate through four, 
hands-on learning stations illus-
trating these topics. The educa-
tional unit culminates with the 
“family” working together after the 
field day to create a management 
plan that meets all criteria. 

for the land can accomplish.
At the Weyerhaeuser 

Nursery, we stood in a mini-
forest, where 27 million 
seedlings are grown annu-
ally for re-planting after har-
vests. And, traveling through 
the  Santiam State Forest, 
we learned  about managing 
land for public use from a 
forester who spoke frankly of 
his own lessons learned and 

of the evolv-
ing science 
of forestry.

B e f o r e 
lunching be-
neath majes-
tic firs and 
a drizzling 

June sky, we descended to the 
base of a rainforest ravine to 
stand,  in awe again, before a 
wide, roaring waterfall  amid 
a canyon of ferns.

More lessons were taken 
under a downpour at the 
Discovery Forest of the Ore-
gon Garden, and the day cul-
minated with a presentation  
on the carbon cycle, trees and  
the environment. 

Over the three days, we 
had met the forester who 
plans and harvests for the 
consumer, the forester who 
manages the land for the pub-
lic, the forester turned nurs-
eryman who tends his tiny 
seedlings like a mother hen. 

And we had met the small 
tree farming father who wor-
ries that his sons won’t cher-
ish the land as he does. 

Their impact emerged 
when the educators shared 
what they’d learned. 

They spoke of the “oppor-
tunity for intelligent conver-
sations about sensitive issues,” 
of “dated knowledge” and of 
the “integrity and honesty of 
the presenters” they’d met.  

They spoke of “compliance 
and acceptance of ecological 
issues by the forest industry” 
and “its efforts to promote 
sustainably-grown timber 
through certified lumber.” 
And they spoke of “the im-
portance of science education” 
and of “getting their children 
into the forests.”

 “I learned there is a shared 
responsibility by industry 
and consumers, and that, 
ultimately, it is our responsi-
bility,” said one woman. 

Another — a teacher of 
teachers from New Jersey 
whose first Northwest expe-
rience was a “horrifying view 
of a clear cut 25 years ago” 
— said she’d learned that 
“forests really are a sustain-
able crop.”

She vowed that every   
child in her city will receive 
their own tree to plant and 
nurture in a public place. 

The lessons 
learned at a FFD

Temperate Forest 
Foundation makes 
a powerful impact

Nominations sought for 2007 Tree Farmer of the Year
Nominations are now being taken 

for the 2007 Oregon Tree Farmer of 
the Year. The tribute is awarded annu-
ally to a small woodland owner who 
is performing exceptional work in the 
area of forest management.

Oregon leads the nation with 13 
regional Outstanding Tree Farmer 

of the Year selections, including two 
recipients that are active members of 
Forests Today & Forever programs. 

Bob and Margaret Kintigh, partici-
pants in our summer Forestry Discovery 
Tours, were honored as the 2006 Na-
tional Outstanding Tree Farmers of the 
Year.      

And Bert and Betty Udell , ownere of 
the Happy Valley Tree Farm in Leba-
non, are long-time hosts of Forest Field 
Days, earned the national title in 1982. 

Those seeking more information 
on the nomination process should call 
their local Oregon Small Woodland 
Owner Association representative. 

‘I learned there is a 
shared responsibility by 
industry and consumers, 
and that, ultimately, it is 

our responsibility.’
– Tour participant


